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Our History 
Together 


-- Canada is a nation of diversity which 
relies on the openness of Canadians 
to linguistic, cultural and regional dif- 
ferences. Our national unity is based 
on respect for the personality of every- 
one and this unity can only be achieved by our deter- 
mination to create a solidarity which brings together the 
many aspects of our national life which enrich us. 


The use of English and French provides a dual heritage 
for our country. French is spoken mainly in Quebec, 
the cornerstone of Canadian ‘‘francophonie’’, and 
English is spoken mainly in the other regions of the 
country. However, there are French-speaking commu- 
nities throughout Canada, and there is a significant 
English-speaking community in Quebec. 


Our linguistic duality is thus part and parcel of what 
Canada is all about. It is not surprising that Canadians 
may have different concerns when it comes to language 
questions. For example, the preservation of their lan- 
guage is a concern of many francophones, who feel 
isolated in an overwhelmingly English-speaking conti- 
nent. Some anglophones, on the other hand, may worry 
that they will be forced to learn French, even though, 
in many cases, they will seldom have the opportunity 
to speak it. 


In the context of these understandable perceptions and 
concerns, it is important to recall that Canada’s official 
language policies are aimed at promoting the preserva- 
tion and development of our linguistic heritage, in par- 
ticular through support for the development of official 
language communities throughout the country and 
encouragement to learn and use the two official 
languages. These policies do not impose the use of either 
official language on anyone, nor do they compel anyone 
to learn the second official language. The fact remains 
that acquiring a second, or even a third, language is per- 
sonally enriching. Similarly, Canada’s linguistic duality 
is an advantage on the increasingly wide-open interna- 
tional scene, providing us with dual 
admission to many areas, including 
major forums such as the Com- 
monwealth and the Francophone 
Summits. 
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The Official 
Languages Act 


- The 1988 Official Languages Act reaf- 
firms and clarifies the commitment of 
federal institutions to reflect the 
linguistic duality of our society and 
foster the full participation in either 

official language of all Canadian citizens. 


Through the new Official Languages Act, the federal gov- 
ernment affirms the equal status of English and French 
within the federal government, notably with respect to 
legislation, federal courts and services to the public. It 
is also commits the Government of Canada to: 


Pm enhancing the vitality of the English and French 
minority communities in Canada and supporting 
and assisting their development, and 


fostering the full recognition and use of both 
English and French in Canadian society. 


The Official Languages Act provides the Department of 
the Secretary of State with the mandate to coordinate 
the federal government’s commitments in this area. Two 
programs within the Department serve this purpose: 


& The Official Languages in Education Program 
provides financial support to provincial and ter- 
ritorial governments in their efforts to improve 
minority-language education and second-language 
instruction throughout Canada. 


b& The Promotion of Official Languages Program 
supports the development of official-language 
minority communities (francophones outside 
Quebec and anglophones in Quebec) and pro- 
motes linguistic duality in cooperation with pro- 
vincial and territorial governments and non- 
governmental organizations. As well, the program 
facilitates, together with other 
departments and organizations, 
the coordination of federal gov- 
ernment initiatives in the area of 
official languages. 
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The Promotion 
of Official 


Languages 


Program 


The Promotion of Official Languages Program has six 
components: 


1. Support for Official-Language Community 
Organizations and Institutions 


The organizations and institutions which represent 
official-language minority communities play a key role 
in initiatives designed to ensure the full development 
of these communities. 


The Department of the Secretary of State provides finan- 

cial support to these groups and to projects which foster 

the development of official-language minority commu- 

nities, such as social and cultural activities, research, 
or training and awareness projects. 


Under this program component, the Government of 
Canada provides support to such organizations as the 
Fédération des francophones hors Québec and its pro- 
vincial and territorial components; Alliance Quebec and 
other anglophone associations in various regions of 
Quebec; the Société nationale des Acadiens; the Com- 
mission nationale des parents francophones and its 
regional components; the Fédération des jeunes Cana- 
diens frangais; the Association de la presse francophone 
and the Association of Quebec Regional English Media. 


2. Assistance for the Establishment of Community 
Radio Stations 


Many official-language minority communities are widely 
scattered or are located in remote regions, where they 
are isolated linguistically and culturally. 


This program component is aimed at promoting com- 
munity involvement through the establishment of radio 
stations in communities which want this service. 


The Department funds certain aspects of establishing 
a community radio station, from feasibility studies to 
staff training and the purchase of equipment. 


To date, anumber of community radio stations in New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Ontario have 
taken advantage of the assistance available from the 
Department of the Secretary of State. Other stations are 
expected to start up in other provinces. 


3. Intergovernmental Cooperation 


The mandate of the Department of the Secretary of State 
in the area of official languages could not be carried out 
without the involvement of provincial and territorial 
governments. 


This program component helps interested governments 
to provide services in both official languages in areas 
other than education (support for education is provided 
through our Official Languages in Education Program, 
a separate entity). 


Initiatives under this intergovernmental cooperation 
component are intended to: 


Pm promote the development of official-language 
minority communities; 


Pm promote better understanding of the two linguistic 
communities in Canada; 


m help establish new provincial/territorial services or 
enhance existing services in the minority language. 


The study of daycare needs in Ontario, the delivery of 
health services in French in Prince Edward Island, and 
the delivery of health and social services in English in 
Quebec are just a few examples of projects funded 
through agreements concluded with the provinces and 
territories under this program component. 


4. Support for the Administration of Justice in the 
Two Official Languages 


The Department of the Secretary of State makes finan- 
cial contributions to projects and activities designed to 
offer justice-related services in the two official languages. 
It subsidizes translation and terminological work, train- 
ing courses and publications. 


By providing financial support to organizations and 
institutions, the Department of the Secretary of State 
facilitates the establishment of a network of institutions 
and individuals which will help improve the delivery of 
justice-related services in the two official languages. 
Among the institutions which have received this sup- 
port are research centres at McGill University, the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa, the Institut Joseph-Dubuc and the 
University of Moncton. 


5: Support for Dialogue and Understanding 
Between the Official-Language Communities 


With a view to promoting the recognition and use of 
English and French in Canadian society and fostering 
dialogue, understanding and mutual respect between our 
two main language communities, the Department of the 
Secretary of State provides financial support to non- 
profit organizations seeking to contribute in various 
ways to the attainment of these objectives. 


The Department supports initiatives designed to: 


B increase public awareness of the advantages of hav- 
ing and using our two official languages; 


® promote the equality of status cf the two official 
languages; and 


B® encourage people to learn English or French as a 
second language. 


Projects eligible for funding from the Secretary of State 

under this program component include: activities involv- 

ing representatives of anglophone and francophone 

communities undertaken by youth groups, voluntary 

organizations, media representatives or others; forums, 

colloquiums and other initiatives designed to promote 

dialogue and better understanding between the two 

official-language communities; and projects to raise 
awareness of the cultural and linguistic realities of the 

two communities. 


6. Cooperation with the Voluntary Sector 


As part of its goal to promote the two official languages, 
this program component is designed to respond to the 
needs of non-profit organizations which want to provide 
services to their members and the public at large in the 
two official languages. 


The Department of the Secretary of State subsidizes a 
portion of the expenses incurred by these organizations 
for interpretation or translation at major events such as 
conferences or colloquiums. In addition, the Department 
will also cover some of the expenses of national or 
regional organizations interested in developing their 
ability to provide services in the two official languages 
on an ongoing basis. This support can be spread out 
over several years and is based on an implementation 
plan. 


The United Way, the Federation of Automobile Dealer 
Associations of Canada, the Federation of Law Societies 
of Canada, the Montreal World Film Festival and many 
other organizations have received support from the 
Department of the Secretary of State under this program 
component. 
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Where to 
Reach Us 


~° For further information on the various 
7 programs and services offered by the 
Department of the Secretary of State 
in the area of official languages, con- 
tact our headquarters office or one of 
our regional offices nearest you. 


The following additional publications on official 
languages are available on request: 


Pm Official Languages Information Kit 


> Annual Report by the Secretary of State on His 
Mandate with Respect to Official Languages 


® Where to Learn French and English 


- in the Atlantic provinces 
-in the province of Quebec 
-in the province of Ontario 
in the Western provinces 


\ 


> Options: Language in Business 


& Demolinguistic Profiles of the Minority Official- 
Language Communities 


m Directory of Federal Government Programs of 
Interest to Official Language Minority 
Communities 


Other documents, which are currently being prepared, 
include: 


® Official Language Minority Communities: 
Indicators of Development 


® Bibliographies on the publications of minority 
official language community associations, public 
opinion polls and surveys on matters related to 
official languages, and research and studies on the 
minority official language communities 


® Monographs on community radio and human 
resources development 


Headquarters 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA 0M5 


Regional Offices 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Newfoundland/Labrador Regional Office 

Box 75, Atlantic Place 

215 Water Street 

St John's, Newfoundland 

AIC 6C9 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Nova Scotia Regional Office 
5281 Duke Street 
» Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M1 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
New Brunswick Regional Office 

860 Main Street 

Suite 504 

Moncton, New Brunswick 

ree G2 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Prince Edward Island Provincial Office 
Dominion Building, Suite 316 

97 Queen Street 

Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island 

CIA 4A9 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Quebec Regional Office 

200 René Lévesque Boulevard West 

West Tower, 10th floor 

Montreal, Quebec 

H2Z 1X4 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Ontario Regional Office 

25 St. Clair Avenue East 

Suite 200 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4T 1M2 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Manitoba Regional Office 

303 Main Street 

Room 201 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Ree 3G/ 


Regional Offices 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Saskatchewan Regional Office 

2101 Scarth Street 

Room 200 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

B4e 29 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Alberta/Northwest Territories Regional Office 
220, 9700 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta 

To) 4C3 


Department of the Secretary of State of Canada if 
British Columbia/Yukon Regional Office i/ 
1200-800 Burrard Street 

Vancouver, British Columbia 

V6Z 2N5 


©Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1991 
Cat. No. S2-213/1991 


ISBN 0-662-58271-3 
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